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The Harrison River is a unique Canadian environment and an irreplaceable national trea
It is also internationally significant, designated as both an Important Bird AreaNortha
AmericanPacific Salmon Stronghold. This strategic plan is a blueprint to safeguard tbgie&iol
diversity of the Harrison Salmon Stronghold. It acknowledges HarR&gar salmon as a keystone
species in the watershedobés ecol og naturalresourges,c
andecologicallysustainable lifestyles to maintei h e St r oatugahatiribudes s
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Salmon Strongholds, like the one on the
Harrison River in southwestern BC, may
represent the last opportunity to protect the
incredible diversity of life that surrounds the
Pacific Salmon.

This is awakeup call. If we always wait until

a species like salmon is in trouble, we lose th
chance to really understand the critical role
they play in the world around us. We will also
lose the chance to learn how we as human
beings fit into their world.

St deé got it right when they demonstrated
how to live in this ecosystem with salmon for
thousands of years. What can we learn from
that and how do we apply those lessons in ou
contemporary world?

The Harrison River is a truly magnificent
salmon ecosystem wiby of our collective
attention. Maybe when we learn how to live
with the salmon we will be able to live more
sustainably ourselves.

David Suzuki
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This strategic plan wageated tgrovide local context anaglobal vision to

LIVI n g Wlth th e H aITISO n protect this salmon ecosystem. It aims to engage regulators, First Nations

rightsholders and other intertssin the fisheryit also brings forward the

Sal m O n Stro n g h O | d concerns ofgriculture, local business and other stakeholders who depend

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

upon the same water and landscape as the salmon. This plan also has appea
educators and the scientific community who will heljpadd our

understanding of this ecosystem amgrove themanagemernf the salmon
fishery.

Following a rigorous scientific assessment, the Harrison Rivesuthwestern _ o _ o
British Columbiawas designatedhanternationaSalmon Stronghold in 2010 ~ The Harrison Salmon Stronghold Initiative outlined in this pgamlocally led
by the North American Salmon Stronghold PartnerdFiist convened in 2006 ~ €ffort toput an action plan in place. The initiatiyeresentedogethethereare

by the Wild Salmon Centén Portland Oregonhe Partnership involves a ablueprint to safeguard the salmon and their habitatiiture generationst
diverse groumf scientistspublic and privaténterestavho set outo identify promotes land and water conservation, and sustainable resource use to main
and protect the healthiest remaining ecosystems in North ArheFluair goal t he sal mon ecosy s tTeemdssa cléaovision harebdild f u
wasiito ensure the |0Hmrm survival of sa|m0mtee|head and the many local best pl’autes, and tshare these lessongth a broader audience and

species that Sdedaimérly GheHalfsimdian.Band) who  future generations as the basis for protecting3aisionStronghold.

sponsored the application, are today leading a broadly representative
Stronghold Working @®up who have developed this strategic plan, and

together are leadg the way forward.

This Harrison Salmon Stronghold vision is designefbster land and water
stewardship, encouraging outreach, research and education, while promoting
ecologicallysustainable lifestyles and responsible recreational enjoyment of

TheHarrison Salmon Strongholdrepresents one of the most ecologically ~ this Canadian treasure. Most significantly, there is an aspiragiato be a
significant Pacific Salmon Rivers in North America, and one of the most ~ World model for an environmentally driven economy, based on the lessons

productive salmon ecosystems in the Padiiarrison salmon are a keystone ~ learned’ Living with the Harrison Salmon Stronghold.

speciesinthewaer shedobés ecol
significance.

Salmon strongholds like the Harrison River are acknowledged for their natur_
diversity and productivity of wild salmon, as well as the health of the habitats =
that support them. They represent stable reservoirs of healthy salmon _
populations much in the same way a marine protected area works for marine=="5
fish to conserve biological diversity our oceansThese river habitats are in =~
need of careful planning andwéronmental stewardship to preserve them as g

reliable salmon refuges.

! North American Salmon Stronghold Partnership.

*

ogy and a fisher resource of i_\g_ternational

e

http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/programs/north _america/NASSP.php
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INTRODUCTION The BC government has proposed to designate some of the highest value
habitatsn the Harrison Riveas theHarrison-Chehalis Wildlife Management
The HarrisorRiveri s one of the Fraser Ri verAea Thisseguatory tramework ¢ould bg anjagse! to the Harrisog Salmernc a
in southwestern British Columbia. It was designated in 2010 as one of the m&jronghold, anavould ensure thatonservation and management of wildlife,

ecologically significant salmon watersheds in North Ametida a unique fish, and their habitatis the priority, while permitting other compatible land
Canadian environment and an irregable national treasure. Harrison River ~ uses.
stands out prominently in the | ocal cultures of Stso

%ega]rdle%s I%f |tgla§]s@c3tloqs¥_\nt]h 'g\egeacknowledgemesus an imperative
that the Harrison Salmon Strongholdsé@n place a management regime

This Salmon Stronghold supports all species of Pacific salmon, which in turnadequate to ensure the continued protection of the values that led to its
supports a biologically diverse and productive ecosystem, including the designation

worl dés | argest wint eandibiganterpatidnadiyt i on of bal d eagl es

recognized Important Bird Area.

the history of BCb6bs resource and

The salmon and other living resources from the Harrison River suppigdea

range of cultural, social and economic benefits in the area and heyitmthe

migration of salmon and eagles extending from Alaska to Califdroizated

at the head of the Fraser River delta, this ecosy#teresin proximity to

BC6s r iiaultumldands and most developed transportation corridors. | with these acknowledgements is an imperative that

s adjacent to 50% of BCO6s popula the Harrison Salmon Stronghold have in place a Pa

exposing this ecosystem to persistent and growing threats of human t . d te t th fi
encroachmentiowever, ts prominence ialsoan @portunity to share and Management regime adequate to ensure the contir

learn about thevonders of a truly healthfunctioning Pacific salmon protection of the values that led to its designation
ecosystem.

A strong stewardship ethic held by local residents, and in particular the loca
First Nationsis apparentYet more is needed to protect tBsmon

Stronghold frompopulationgrowth beyond good willsome form of regulatory
framework is clearlynecessary to ensure that the natural form and functions of
the Strongholdaremaintained.

While Canada does not have Stronghold legislation, the Harrison Rivse
ecological significance and natural qualities may share greater similarities with
Canada6s N a Stesrlike the \MagertaGlaciey leakes, Kluane River
Valley, and South Nahanni Rivefowever, it will be important for thieng-
termsuccess ofonservation effortto match the most appropriate regulatory
tools with the vision of those who live, recreaed make a living here.
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The Harrison Salmon Stronghe

OUR MISSION Our Principles

I Safeguard theiologicaldiversity of the Harrison UMake fAFish First

Salmon Stronghold. U Respect indigenous people and culti

I Promoteecologicallysustainable lifestyleand values embodying ecologically
economic cultural,and recreational activities. sustainable use.

I Encouragescientificoutreachresearch and U Maintain open and inclusive process
education, and responsihise of natural :
resources U Foster best practices for an

_ _ ecologically sustainable future.
1 Aspire to be a world model for an environmentall

driven economy. U Communicate and collaborate.
OUR APPROACH

U Foster collaboration and partnerships in purstigur
mission.

U Collect sound scientific dandlocal and traditional ecological
knowledgeto determine and monitor factors impacting salmon.

U Support the development and implementation of innovative, N, _
ecologically sustainablgrategies to protect ttgronghold. ‘ '3 , & '

U Identify and reduce barriers currently limiting theological
sustainabilityof the Harrison Salmon Stronghold.

o
o
&=
o
<)
=
e}
O
=,
; g
1 ®
(@)

U Celebrate sound stewardship and enjoy the natural wonders of
this unique environment with others.
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COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HARRISON SALMON

STRONGHOLD

Visit www.harrisonsalmonstronghold.com
WHAT | S THE INNTHE NARRISON SALM ON STRONGHOL D6 for background documents angdates on
INITIATIVE?

our progress

Building upon the Stronghold designatiomistmosaic oflocally led initiatives
aspires to engage people from all communities interested in a partnership to
ensure the longermecologicalsustainability of this Canadian treasure.

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

We encourage all interests in thedmon ecosysteo participateThe
Harrison @imon StrongholdWorking Groupinvites all the interests to work
with residents of the Stronghodd landowners, businesses, schools and
community organizationssavell asevery level of governmeri to commit
to our shared vision fagcological sustainaliy in the Harrison Salmon
Stronghold.

HOW CAN WE PARTICIPA TE?

Start by making a commitment to our shared vision. You can show your
commitment by signing your name, or the name of your organization, to the
Harrison Salmon Stronghofdharter(Appendix 3)
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Then take practical and measurable actions to protect the Harrison Salmon
Strongholdand its magnificent ecosystdsg working with othersvho have
made the same commitment.

WANT MORE INFORMATIO N ON THE NORTH AMERICAN SALMON
STRONGHOLD PARTNERSHIP?

http://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/programs/north_america/strongholds.php
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HARRISON SALMON STRONGHOLD WORKING GROUP A series of workshops provided focus for building relationshipshaetmed to
inform strategic planing. River field trips with cultural interpreters provided
There is a broad consensus around the need to protect local salmon streamshgh&aditional context and insights into traditional ecological knowledge and
renowned Harrison spawning riffles, and surrounding wetlands while providingfactices. Much of the history provided as context in this strategy was gleanec
for compatible use for those who live and recreate around the Harrison Riverfrom local knowledge holders, publishednks, and experienced managers.
Fisheriesand wildlife information used in this strategy was derived from
Following the dficial designation, aarrison Salmorstrongholdworking Fisheries and Oceans Canada documents amtdpesed Provincialildlife
Groupwas formed. Thgroupwas | ed by Stsodail es %r?age%éth@eQ Pigh. | ocal
landowners, businesses and business associations. It also attracted provincial

sportfishing interests, environmental NGGmd coservation organizations, It took five years from designation to strategic plan, and it will take more to

as well as local school districts. Federal, provincial, and regional governmentguild measurable results. Beyond @teongholdWorking Group ther
enthusiastically provided information to support the process and encouragedHarrison Salmon Stronghold Charter will connect other residents of the valley
the local collaboration. regulators, businesbBlGOs scientists and educatorho embrace B same

A _ _ _ _ vision. Whlet h e g strategip [@isrities look to shetérm outcomeshe
The groupo6s aim has eguedethadesighand | d \&orkhy BrdupefphisRed thafue success witome fromdemonstrang

implementation o&n initiative to protecthe Harrison River Salmon ecologicallysustainabldiving, in harmony withthe Harison Salmon
Stronghold. Its focus is on building uperistingstewardshigctivitiesin the Stronghold® in the local lifestyles, the use and enjoyment &f &tosystem
valley,and then making effective connectidnggovernmentegulators. A andecologicallysustainable business opportuniiiesuppors.

regulatory framework is considered an important cempht to voluntary
stewardship

Critical Path

Implementation

Harrison
salmon | >

stronghold
st ru-nlgh old Strategic Plan *Harrison Salmon Stronghold Charter
stronghold | Working =stronghold Partnership
Application | GrouP *Education and Outreach

and - *Fish, Wildlife and Ecosystems
Designation *Eco-tourism, Ecologically Sustainable
> Development

2009-10 2011-12 2013-14 2014-20
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2 Norrgovernment organizations
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CREATING A HARRISON SALMON STRONGHOLD INITIATIVE

An ecologicallysustainablédarrison Salmon Stronghotdustbe @Zﬂm gﬁ
acknowledged by governments and stewarded throogimunitiesof interest : conserving gg%’:gtl',a Dltat
and place.nitiatives designed to protect the Strongheilil involve those with 8

an interest in a healthy environment, amitl enjoy local leadeshipand
collaborationfrom amongthose who depend upan Sustaining thissalmon

\tS‘S:\t\Q“5 3
Strongholdneeds a sound stewardship plan; but moreover, it mustéant Q-I:h e H a I’I S 0 n R |Ve r. %
" R

andenduring.

“ad ot\

® One of BC S healthlest salmon runs

What is a Salmon Stronghold ?° e Great diversity, supporting all
Pacific salmon species

U awatershed, multiple watersheds, basin or atbéined spatial unit © OQuality river habitat
where wild salmon populations are strong and diverse, and the habitat ® Strong community
o : ) conservation lnvolvement
has high intrinsic potential to support a particular salmon and steelhea
species or suite of species;

0 an area designated on the basis of biological criteria reytiegdigh
quality standards for abundance, productivity, diversity (life history
and run timing) and other biological attributes important to sustaining
viable populations of wild Pacific salmon throughout its range;

U a core centre of salmon abundance @indrsity that generates the

_ _ “pro-active
highest percentage of wild salmon; ; rategy to e
conserve BC's best 48
U defined as being among the healthiest remaining wild Pacific salmon S - SCUUEURIELILZ LSS
ecosystems in North America to ensure the Jtarg survival of 7 T fenownea river aavocat

Order of Canada,

salmon, steelhead, and the many species that depend oarttlem ; Srapacional Rivers
inhabit those watersheds;

Save the Best!Restore the Rest

U a priority-ranked watershed or area that is part of a comprehensive The Harrison River area has been proclaimed a “Salmon Stronghold”,
. . . . . Joining a network of key salmon rivers Iin North America. Saimon
conservation strategy that requires the continuation of protection and Strongholds offer a new vision for wild salmon conservation, where

. . . . . healthy, productive salmon rivers receive special conservation effort.

restoration of salmon habitat wherever it is detrimentally impacted or The Sts'alles First Nation will lead this partnership of people and

organizations to maintain and restore salmon habitat on the Harrison.

— For information, contact - Dave Moore | dmoore@dmfishdev.com
www.stsallesdevcorp.com/natural-resources/

at risk.

NORTH GROWTH

NTERNATIONAL
RiverFoundation NDATIO

% pacific Fisheries Resource Conservation Council 06/23/2009, 13:13
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SALMON STRONGHOLD DE SIGNATION

The Harrison River was designated a salmon stronghold basedsipbact
habitats, the regular annual abundance and significant population diversity
naturally spawning salmon populations, particularly sockeye and chinook.

The designated area of the Harrison Salmon Stronghold encompasses a 2,
km? watershed, includig Harrison Lake below Lillooet River, its largest
tributary (including Douglas CreekK).h e Har ri son Ri ver
Douglas Forest and Fraser River Salmon-Eagpon, located 116 km frorthe
Fraserdéds conSalsuSeamce with the

The Stronghold includake 6Gkm-long Harrison Lakenumerous small and
intermittentstreamsalong Harrison Lakeand the 1&km Harrison Riveto its
confluence with the Fraser Rivérhisalsoincludes four productive salmen
producing tributaries: Big 8ier and Cogburn Creeks that flow west into
Harrison Lake, the Chehalis River and Morris Creek (including the world
famous Weaver Creek spawnidgannel) flowing south and east into Harrison
River.

Harrison River is the largest tributary in the lower Fragdley floodplain.

This ecosystem covers a vast waterstieel Harrison Riveand itsriver
environments represent the greatest concentration and diversity of salmon
habitats in the Stronghold. It is also the area facing the greatest encrogachm
both locally and from the populous lower Fraser VallElge Harrison River is
within an hour drive of anywhere in the lower mainland. Albis 13km
segment of riveand its tributaries s adj acent to the
community, as well as the neighboriogmmunities of Morris ValleyHarrison
Mills, Hemlock Valley Ski Resaraind the popular resort community of
Harrison Hot Springs

Eventually extending the Stronghold designation upstream to include the
Lillooet River would acknowledge its contributionglficial waters to the
ecology of the river, along with its distinct salmon populations. Expanding tt
Stronghold would also include broader First Nations engagement from the
Stat'ime Territory Lillooet drainagewould addanother7,870 knf of

watershed area upstream and more than 150 lineal kilometers of river.

A Strategic Plan for the Harrison Salmon Stronghold 2013
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PRE-HISTORY CONTEXT thatlaststopreset t i mes. For generations, ¢
thousands in several large villages in all the most strategic places for watchin

The Harrison River is the home tfo First NationsSt s 6 and their s catching, processing, and storing salmon.

neighbordo the south and at the mouth of the Harrison Ri8epwlitz.The

St'at'img their nearest neighbors to the north, claim the kilsbet River

watershedeyond the head of Harrison Lake.

The Harrison River has featured in many historic accounts, and waablya
noted for having an incredible wealth of salmon and for being a rmagte
andtransportation corridor. The abundance of salmon was capitalized on by tf
Both Stsoail eStolaPeaple 8ho bawd livetl in praspemus Hudson Bay Company at Fort Langley when they established a salmon salter
fishing villages here since a time beyond memory. The,nvkich has always on the Harrison Rive

been their chief source of food, means of trade, and transportation, is known to

themasSh u g wb e ma

Oral history is rich with stories of great floods, forest fires, landslides and
earthquakes that resate with modern versions of history, geology and
ecosystems. The Stsbéailes archae
Morris Creek depicting local wildlife, and layers of cracked fire rock directl
across the river that verify their oral histodgting back more than 5,000
years. Evidence reveals that salmon were a large component of their nat
diet and a primary source of protein. The salmon fishery has always been
integral to their culture; its sustenance and trade value essential to their
existence’

Stsbailes Iived on and around th
River. Many of those passing through to the Upper Fraser gold fields wrot
about the uniquely large gitouses, oskumel,clustered about the river and u
the lake, and the longhouses made of boards that lined the riverbanks an
sloughs, some hundreds of feet long. Families constructed communal wei
across the sloughs for easy harvest of returning salmon when needed. Th
sd mon were present so much of the
to leave.

the Harrison River.

Guarded fiercely, demanding tribute from others who would share in this
prosperous fishery, Stsb6tailes embodied a stewarding ethic over their

‘WwilieChad i e. Former Chief, Stsdéailes, 2013. Pers. Com.
*Morgan Richie, Stso6ailes Archaeologist, 2013, Pers. Com.
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